Resolution: Equitable Funding for Non-Regional School Districts with High Transportation Costs
Whereas many non-regional school districts face significant financial burdens due to the extensive transportation costs and longer routes required to serve their students; and
Whereas, non-regional school districts do not receive financial reimbursement benefits as regional districts do, which creates an imbalance in funding and resources; and
Whereas, providing equitable financial support to non-regional school districts will help ensure that all students in the state receive an equal opportunity for quality education; and
Whereas, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is committed to promoting fairness and equity in education and recognizing the unique challenges faced by non-regional school districts;
Be it resolved that:
The State recognizes the financial challenges faced by many non-regional school districts, due to their higher transportation costs and longer routes.
The State acknowledges that non-regional school districts should have access to financial support similarly to regional districts, when costs are extraordinary. 
A special fund shall be established to provide financial assistance to non-regional school districts with higher transportation costs. This fund shall be known as the "Extraordinary Routes Relief Fund."
The funds provided through this program shall be used exclusively to offset transportation costs, including but not limited to the purchase and maintenance of buses, fuel costs, and driver salaries.
Eligible non-regional school districts may apply for grants from the "Extraordinary Routes Relief Fund" to cover a portion of their transportation-related expenses.
An oversight committee, composed of representatives from non-regional school districts, regional districts, and the State's education department, shall be established to ensure the fair and transparent allocation of funds from the "Extraordinary Routes Relief Fund."
The State shall conduct an annual review of the effectiveness and impact of this resolution to ensure that non-regional school districts are receiving adequate support to address their transportation challenges.

Reimbursement suggestion:
Circuit Breaker-Like Component: 
· Create a "Circuit Breaker" threshold for exceptionally high busing costs, similar to Massachusetts' approach for special education expenses.
· Once a district's transportation costs exceed a certain percentage (e.g., 125%) of the statewide average, they become eligible for additional reimbursement.
· The state would reimburse a percentage (e.g., 40%) of the excess costs beyond the threshold.
Annual Reporting and Adjustment:
Require school districts to submit annual reports detailing their actual busing costs, the number of buses used, and the miles traveled.
Based on these reports, adjust the reimbursements for each district to ensure they are aligned with actual expenses.
This approach provides a systematic and fair process to reimburse school districts with extraordinary expenses, similar to the Circuit Breaker process for special education expenses in Massachusetts. The specific percentages, thresholds, and additional rates can be adjusted as needed to suit the State's budget and educational priorities.
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